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DELEGATES MARSHALL AND HOPE JOIN TOGETHER TO CALL ON VIRGINIA TO TAKE 

FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR STERILIZING THOUSANDS 
 
Richmond – Today Delegate Robert “Bob” Marshall (R-13) and Delegate Patrick A. Hope 
(D-47) joined together to call on both the General Assembly and Governor McDonnell to take 
decisive action for the decades of policy that sterilized thousands of Virginians. Delegate 
Marshall has introduced HB 1529, with Delegate Hope as the Chief Co-Patron, which 
establishes the Justice for Victims of Sterilization Act to provide compensation to persons 
involuntarily sterilized between 1924 and 1979 in Virginia. 
 
Delegate Marshall stated "Beginning in 1924, Virginia, to its disgrace, provided a model for Nazi 
eugenics sterilization statute. Now in the 21st century we must seek to redress this as best we 
can. Many of the victims of this policy of involuntary sterilization are still alive and suffering the 
effects. Under eminent domain, government is required to compensate citizens for taking away 
property; how much more should it compensate for taking away the ability to have a family?" 
 
Hope added, "It’s now time to write the final chapter in this shameful and repugnant part of 
Virginia’s history. What we’re asking for goes well-beyond just simple words of regret. We need 
to set an example and take full responsibility for our actions so that the healing process can 
finally begin." 
 
Also in attendance was Mr. Lewis Reynolds who was forcibly sterilized at the age of thirteen. 
(Note a brief bio for Mr. Lewis is included below.) Mr. Reynolds commented that “I always 
wanted children. My wife and I would cry because I could not give her children. I sometimes still 
will cry when I am alone. I wanted children very much. It is hard for me to think that they thought 
I was worthless.” He adds, “It would be right if they [Virginia] paid for what they took from me. 
[Still] I served my country and would have died for my country.” 
 
Mark Bold, the Executive Director at the Christian Law Institute concluded, “Virginia, in its official 
capacity, aggressively sought to eliminate entire classes of our citizens, those the 
Commonwealth considered "unfit" and "defective," in a cruel, selfish and materialistic effort to 



create a superior human race. An apology and a pat on the back will not provide the relief that is 
necessary to the few remaining living survivors. Their injury is ongoing and continues to exist; 
therefore the debt to these victims still exists in a moral sense.” 
 
Information for victims or to sign up for more information, please visit 
www.sterilizationvictims.org or call 888-643-7497. 
 
Delegate Marshall has represented the 13th District in the House of Delegates since 1992 and 
represents part of Prince William County and the City of Manassas Park. His Committee 
Assignments include Finance, Counties Cities and Towns, and Science and Technology. 
 
Patrick A. Hope, a Member of the Virginia General Assembly has served as the Delegate from 
the 47th District representing part of Arlington County since 2010. He serves on the Militia, 
Police and Public Safety Committee and House Health, Welfare, and Institutions Committee. 
 
Mr. Lewis Reynolds, 85, a Marine Corps veteran of 30 years, fought in two wars (Korean and 
Vietnam), married for 47 years, forcibly sterilized at 13. Mr. Reynolds first wife left him because 
he could not give her children. Mr. Reynolds was sterilized at the Central Virginia Training 
Center (formerly Virginia Colony for the Epileptic and Feeble Minded) because they said he was 
epileptic; in fact he was recovering from an injury he received when a rock hit him in the head. 
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